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August 11, 1899 



[Inclosure.] 
Report of infectious disease in Japan from July 1 to July 10, 1899. 
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a In quarantine only. 

Case of plague on the steamship City of Peking. 

Yokohama, Japan, July 12, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the arrival of the City of 
Peking at Nagasaki, on the evening of June 27, a suspicious case was 
found by the quarantine officers among the Chinese passengers in the 
steerage. The following morning the patient was removed to the quar- 
antine hospital, where the diagnosis of plague is said to have been con- 
firmed by bacteriological examination. The process of disinfection 
was carried out during the 28th, consisting, as usual, in the bathing and 
disinfection of the clothing of all the crew and passengers, without 
exception, the steaming of baggage and bedding, and the washing and 
spraying of the quarters with carbolic acid. The ship was detained in 
quarantine for seven full days from the completion of disinfection. 

The patient was reported by the quarantine officers as having died on 
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the morniDg of the 30th, but in the statistics of the home department 
issued up to the 10th is carried as still living. 

Very respectfully, Stuart Eldeidge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

MAURITIUS. 

Plague in the island. 

Consulate op the United States, 

Port Louis, Mauritius, June H, 1899. 

Sie : Eeferring to my dispatches, Nos. 63 and 64, dated, respectively, 
February 14 and March 29 of this year, I have now the honor to further 
report the developmeut and spread of bubonic plague in Mauritius, as 
taken from the press of the colony. I therefore forward 5 sheets of 
newspaper clippings, numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. according to the dates of 
the several clippings which contain the debates in the council of gov- 
ernment, the reports of plague committees, the ordinances passed by 
the council, personal communications and general notes as published on 
the subject from May 1 to May 30, 1899. I am obliged to resort to this 
mode of communication in order to keep the Department posted so far 
as I am able in the absence of any official reports upon the actual state 
and sanitary condition of the island being obtainable. (See last two 
paragraphs of my dispatch No. 63, of February 14, and the first three 
paragraphs of my dispatch No. 64 of March 29, 1899.) 

It will be seen from the present inclosures the great lack of unanim- 
ity and difference of opinion existing among the members of the coun- 
cil of government regarding the character of the malady, and the 
accusations brought chiefly by the elected members of the council 
against the action of the ctiief medical officer who, up to this point, 
has refused to comply with the requests of the elected members in 
having guinea pigs inoculated with the virus extracted from the glands 
of the victims who are daily dying from the existing malady, whatever 
it may be. 

The only diagnosis of the malady that has been already made under 
the directions of an expert doctor brought here from India (at a great 
expense to the colony and under the supervision of the board of health, 
which has been largely increased since the breaking out of the plague) 
is that of the analysis of the blood of the victims which the chief 
medical officer, the expert doctor, and the board of health contend to 
be sufficient. But such contentions are not sufficient to satisfy the 
demands of the elected members of the council, who accuse the whole 
medical staff of the colony with incompetency and of keeping the 
people in a state of excitement almost bordering on disorder. 

Some weeks ago the whole town was posted with posters calling on 
the people to go en masse to the government house and demand the 
governor to give them some correct information regarding the policy of 
the government toward stamping out the plague, and to request some 
guarantee for the property destroyed by fire in the infected localities at 
the instance of the government and the board of health. The crowd 
was heard by the mayor of Port Louis. It seems that their loud talk 
and excited conduct annoyed and angered the governor. 

A few days afterwards the town was again posted with placards, 



